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however, which he treats as certain in all this is, that the Israelites entered Egypt under a dynasty favourable to and left it under a dynasty hostile to the Semites. He supposes their stay in Egypt to have been about a hundred years, and considers that the old religion of the Tent was much corrupted there. From Egypt came the Ark, which in the Egyptian ritual was a little closed chapel supported on a boat. The boat disappeared eventually among the Beni-Israel, and the whole took the form of a large chest covered by two Sphinxes looking at each other and folding their wings together, so as to make a sort of throne for the deity. In the popular language of the Israelites the Sphinx was called a Cherub, and sitting between the Sphinxes or Cherubs became the usual attitude of the National God, when the idolatrous spirit of Egypt had so far corrupted the primeval faith, and had created a National God instead of a God of the Universe. The shew-bread and the brazen Serpent also came from Egypt, as did the Levite whose title means an adherent, a stranger added to the clan. He was probably for the most part an Egyptian familiar with the ritual. The patriarchal Cohen or priest was quite a different personage. Every head of a family was a Cohen.